WHITTLESEY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the full council meeting held on Thursday 19t October 2023 at
7.30pm at Peel House, 8 Queen Street, Whittlesey, PE7 1AY.

Present: Clir Mayor, Arman, Black, Boden, Dickinson, Laws, Mockett, Sennitt-Clough, Turner,
Wainwright, Wicks, Gerstner.

Officer in Attendance: Mrs Sue Piergianni — Town Clerk & RFO

Recording: The recording is made as an aide memoir for the Clerk,

Apologies for Absence: Clir Nawaz, Dorling (personal)

F143/2023. To receive_members’ declarations of disclosable pecuniary, non-disclosable
pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in relation to any agenda item.

Clir Laws — Portfolio holder for planning at FDC and will take no part in any planning discussions
but will advise if requested on planning policy.

F144/2023. Presentation from Helen Dodds — Social Prescriber — Lakeside Health Care / New
Queen Street. (15-minute presentation)

The social prescriber was unable to attend and will be invited to the November meeting.

F145/2023. Street Scene Officer Report & CCTV report.

Members received the report.

F146/2023. Police Report

Members received the confidential report.

F147/2023. To confirm and sign the Minutes from the Full Council Meeting held on 215t
September 2023

Ratified: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

F148/2023 Public Forum

6 members were present.

Alan Bessant Saxongate residents’ group — a couple of months ago he visited a couple who live
near the pit and they were fed up with the dust, an officer at FDC stated there would be no dust,
however this is not the truth. They are receiving large levels of complaints; three residents have
now moved from the area. Why are we having to chase all the organisations and no one from
FDC or the EA are checking on them Some people who are not part of Saxongate are very
frustrated and have lost faith in the agencies. The EA have also confirmed there is a noise, it
cannot be found and still continues. Residents needs to see some improvements and have
done due to the change in weather.

Robert Windle- Sports Community Booklet, if you know of any organisations who are not

mentioned in the book could you let him know, there is an online version on the Town Council
website which can be changed immediately. There is also a What's On guide that is online and

again can be updated immediately.
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Park run on in two weeks has its 200th walk. This is totally run by volunteers and thanks should
be passed to them.

F149/2023 Agenda items for Discussion.

1. Junior Councillors— SHS have been contacted and are keen to work with us on this, ClIr
Black is working on a structure. Once this is agreed he will present to the council

2. LHI's — Clir Gerstner impressed by new CCTV control room and the clarity of cameras, he
suggested the only viable solution for High Causeway is rising bollards, a very rough
estimate for bollards 20/30K.  Clir Boden proposal adopt this idea for rising bollards as
WTC submission.  Clir Wicks Proposed a restriction on the A605 layby to prevent the
undercutting. Clir Black - proposed traffic calming on Mill Road
High Causeway rising bollards — proposed ClIr Boden, seconded CliIr Sennitt-Clough, 9 in
favour, 2 abstentions.

Undercutting on the layby A605 — Proposed ClIr Wicks, seconded Clir Mockett, 3 in favour
no other people voted.

Mill Road traffic calming to prevent this being used as a rat run — Proposed Clir Black,
there was no seconder for the proposal.

To confirm the LHI submission this year will be for rising bollards on High
Causeway.

3. Double Yellow Lines — ClIr Laws advised, there is still a few areas that require double
yellow lines. It would not be cost effective under an LHI; however, the town council could
fund these. One near Comptons Brook off (West Delph), extending a small area of
London Street & Woolpack Lane (10 meters) and one near Scaldgate. Proposed Clir Laws,
seconded CliIr Sennitt-Clough. Clir Boden suggested we submit this for inclusion in the
WTC budget for next year and ascertain if any other councillor has DYL they wish included.
Members voted unanimously in favour of this.

4. Burnthouse Farm Representation — Clir Mrs Mayor advised the current representation was
Clir Alex Miscandlon as a district councillor, Members suggested it should be a town
Councillor. Clir Mayor proposed Clir Nawaz, seconded Clir Boden with a unanimous vote
in favour.

5. Hanging Basket update — Clir Mayor advised members the tendering company had not
realised this was for a 3-year tender, the additional cost for years 2 and 3 is £20.00 per
basket. Clir Mrs Mayor proposed we accept this, seconded Clir Mocket with a unanimous
vote in favour.

6. Polling Places and Polling Stations — F & P agreed two matters that representations should
be made to Fenland District Council by Whittlesey Town Council. Polling place review — Clir
Boden advised it is a legal requirement to have polling place reviews and one has been started
by FDC. As far as WTC are concerned, there are two proposed changes, neither of which are
acceptable. Polling District WHNW1, mostly to the East of Orchard Street and East Delph, in
the recent by election both polling districts had to vote at St John’s Ambulance which was
unsatisfactory as the turnout on the day from WHNW2 was 80% greater than turnout from
WHNW1. The only location that is satisfactory would be a mobile unit in the Baptist Church
car park for NW1, the Baptist church is unable to accommodate the polling station within the
building due to existing commitments. Clir Boden proposed in light of the comparatively poor
turnout in WHNW1 ward in comparison with the turn out in WHNW2 ward, there should be
separate locations for these wards. The second issue is with polling district WHEVES, FDC
are not planning to abolish the polling district, but anyone living in Turves would need to go to
Coates to vote. Clir Boden proposed that in no circumstances should the polling place be in
Coates for Turves residents, it must be in Turves. The above proposals were seconded by
Clir Wainwright with a unanimous vote in favour.
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Clir Wainwright did suggest Red Barn but was advised this is not possible at the present time
due some legal issues over land.

7. West of Whittlesey Introduction — Clir Black presented the vision (attached). Cilr Boden
proposed that Whittlesey Town Council endorses in principle the WOW vision for the West
of Whittlesey. The WOW vision needs to be publicised on the council’'s website and on
social medial to obtain public reaction. Clir Boden suggested this item be brought back
to Full Council in January for further consideration and in the meantime advise FDC and
CPCA Mayor of the incipient WOW! vision to be included for consideration in the draft local
plan. Clir Boden and ClIr Sennitt-Clough urged him to work with people who have
experience with something like this. Clir Laws seconded this proposal and thanked Clir
Black for all his hard work. Clir Black thanked Harriet King for her assistance with this
proposal. Members voted unanimously to move forward with the proposal.

8. Shop Watch ‘Whats App’ Scheme — Clir Mayor proposed a letter be delivered to all
businesses giving them details of the Ely Traders Association who have set up this scheme
should they wish to explore this further, however Whittlesey Town Council will not be able
to take the lead on this initiative. Seconded Clir Boden with a unanimous vote in favour.

9. Straw Bear — Members voted unanimously to allow the Straw Bear to use the chamber as
their Hub on Straw Bear Day.

10. Budget — ClIr Boden advised it's the time of year to start preparing the budget, the Chair
will work with the clerk to produce a draft zero budget. Further discussions at next F & P
meeting and subsequent Full Council.

11. Review of Bus Services (Villages) — Clir Wicks raised this item 2 to 3 months ago, Clir
Boden advised the CPCA Mayor is conducting a bus review, the only one for Whittlesey
effected is the 31, the bus that services Coates is the 33 and comes from March, he also
advised that Turves has no bus service. Clir Boden has been pushing hard behind the
scenes, three reviews for bus services taking place, bus route review, franchising review
and local transport connectivity plan it has been squeezed into a tight timescale, the correct
review from zero and working up is not happening, they are starting with the existing
network. Some of these routes which have already been abandoned, Clir Boden has
stated that the 31 route has not been taken into consideration, it has now been agreed this
will looked at later in the review. A prime example being the late evening services from
Queensgate has been brought forward and not back. There is a lack of connectivity in
Fenland towns, particularly the link between Whittlesey and Wisbech. The last time there
was a full review is when CCC had full responsibility and it took 3 years to complete, this
new review is hoped to be completed in 4 months. Fenland has the worst public transport
in the County based on the size and population of the area. Clir Wicks requested that
WTC make representation to the CPCA Mayor, Clir Wainwright proposed a letter be sent,
Clir Boden requested the letter be drafted by Clir Wainwright and Wicks and he would
liaise with them over the content, once agreed this would be forwarded to the Clerk to be
sent to the CPCA Mayor.

F150/2023. To receive Councillor & outside body written reports.

- Whittlesey Community Pantry — Helping Whittlesey — members received the report.

F151/2023. To report the draft minutes from the Finance & Policy Meeting on Monday 16"
October 2023.

The draft minutes from 16" October were reported.

F152/2023 To report the financial documents.
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- To report the bank reconciliation to 31st August and 30" September 2023 — The bank
reconciliation was received.

- To report the list of payments & uncashed payments. Vouchers 139 — 162 to the value of
£8715.14, proposed ClIr Boden, with a unanimous vote in favour.

- To report the year-to-date figures (30t September 2023) — Members received the year-to-
date figures.

F153/2023. To report the draft minutes from the Planning meeting on Wednesday 4th
October and receive the minutes from Monday 18" September.

Ratified: The draft minutes from 4t October were reported and the minutes from 18t September
2023 were received.

F154/2023. To report the draft minutes from the Community Projects on Wednesday 4th
October

The draft minutes from 4t October 2023 were reported.

F155/2023. Consultations

Polling place review — The detail is under item F/149/2023 Item 6.

F156/2023 Information only.

Fenland Celebration Evening — Information supplied Clir Dorling
Action on Energy — Information supplies by Clir Dorling

F157/2023 Invitations.

Acts of Remembrance Whittlesey Parade — details attached.
Christmas Tree Festival — The Mayor and Clerk will put the WTC tree up in St Mary’s.

F158/2023. Date of next meeting — Clir Mrs Mayor proposed the November meeting be moved
to the 231 of November 2023; members voted unanimously to accept this change. Clir Mockett
asked meetings could be started earlier, this will need to be discussed further and our standing
orders changed.

Meeting Closed at 9.15.

Clir Kay Mayor
Mayor of Whittles
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