WHITTLESEY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held on Thursday 20t April
2023 at 7.30pm at Peel House, 8 Queen Street, Whittlesey, PE7 1AY.

Present: Clir Mason, Miscandion, Dorling, Mrs Windle, Mrs Mayor, Wicks, Nawaz, Mockett, Davies,
Gerstner.

Officer in Attendance: Mrs Sue Piergianni — Town Clerk & RFO

Recording: The recording is made an aide memoir for the Clerk.

F51/2023 To receive apologies from absent members and the reason for the apology.

F52/2023. To receive members’ declarations of disclosable pecuniary, non-disclosable
pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in relation to any agenda items discussed later in the

agenda and the Council to decide which items are to be discussed as confidential under
agenda item number F68/2023

Update on the Clerks contract and job description — Clir Gerstner advised the contract and JD has
been agreed and signed.

Clir Miscandlon as substitute on FDC Planning may make comment but will reserve the right to change his
mind should more information become available.

Clir Mrs Mayor as a member of FDC Planning may make comment but will reserve the right to change her
mind should more information become available.

Clirs Mayor and Wicks declared an interest in item F57/23 (item 6) as both are members of the Coates
Fete Committee.

F53/2023. Street Scene Officer Report & CCTV report.

The report was received.

F54/2023. Police Report

Clir Gerstner — Increased ongoing vandalism within the town, a letter to a higher authority asking
for a greater police presence after 8pm when the vandalism is taking place. The mayor will action
this request.

F55/2023. To confirm and sign the Minutes from the Full Council Meeting held on Thursday
16th March 2023

Ratified: The Minutes were approved and signed as true record. lem F50/2023 paragraph 2
should read, Clir Gerstner and not Clir Wicks regarding a presentation on the Clerks job role.

F56/2023 Public Forum

To allow any member of the public to address the council. Time allowed 15 minutes in total to be
split equally between the total amount wishing to speak.

20 members of the public were present.
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Mr Roy Bridson — Water Bailiff, members were advised of increased vandalism on the river side
both he and his wife have received abuse from the children. Brown refuse bins and dog waste
bins have been thrown in, this is happening between 10pm and 1am.

Mr Stephen Hodson — Heritage centre was deferred several months ago, and we were going to
make a lottery bid, is there an update on this.

Mr Alan Bessant — Saxon gate - AW Jenkinson at Saxon pit, operating for two years without
planning permission, their retrospective planning has now been refused, they have 6 months to
appeal, can the council keep pressure on Fenland to ensure there is enforcement.

Mr Alan Bessant — understands through the agent — Hanson brick land would be open to public
access, could this be moved forward. Clir Boden is aware of this and needs to be monitored.

Mr Bessant — Suggested that a full and open consultation throughout the town should be held
regarding the 15- and 20-minute zones.

Mr Philip Cumberland — could we employ a street cleaner, he thinks the cost would be about
£5.00 per household, per year.

Mr Philip Cumberland — concerned not enough being done for environmental issues, most of the
area is under sea level.

Mr Peter Baxter — Whittlesey needs a bypass, he has discovered CCC has responsibility for
protecting health and well being for people in Cambridgeshire, this responsibility was taken on in
2013 from the NHS. CCC should be protecting people from the environmental threats, this is by
law. New Chair of EA has produced a report, main findings air pollution single biggest
environment threat in the UK, reducing thousands of lives each year. Air pollution and cause
chronic diseases, may be association between air pollution and covid symptom, lung cancer,
strokes. He has sat outside his house for 12 hours and counted 700 HGV going past his house,
these are the vehicles causing the air pollution.

F57/2023 Agenda items for Discussion.

1. Kings Coronation — Clir Mockett advised all plans are now in place and we are hoping
for good weather.

2. Update of air quality monitor in Whittlesey — This item will be deferred to the May
meeting (ClIir Boden). (Clir Gerstner wanted to make the public aware that Whittlesey
has a properly calibrated scientific air quality monitoring device, fitted within the Hall
croft Road and Park lane school area and is live 24/7, it produces graphs, numbers,
statistical information for all sorts of pollutants, the public can access via a search
engine and type ‘Fenland District Council air quality Whittlesey’ there are peaks of
pollutant in the atmosphere that he feels are of concern at certain times of the day.

3. Rejection of “15 minutes city” and “20-minute neighbourhood” planning concepts in
Whittlesey — Clir Boden was not present, so the item was deferred. Cllr Miscandlon
advised there is a lot of mis information about this item, it is not part of our
neighbourhood plan and has never been discussed. Clir Dorling — the agenda item
indicated the council wanted to reject the scheme; this has not been discussed in detail.
Clir Mockett asked why this is being discussed now, when people had a chance to
discuss this during the NHP. Clir Dorling proposed to have a public consultation on
15-minute city, 20 minute neighbourhood, there was no seconder, therefore the
proposal failed. Clir Boden will be asked to update members at the May meeting.
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4. Whittlesey VC Holder — Clir Davies presented information on Robert George Scott VC
who was born in Whittlesey was awarded the Victoria Cross, he proposed a blue
plague at a cost of around £500.00, seconded Clir Wicks, unanimous vote in favour,
members voted unanimously for Clir Davies who will not be a councillor to continue
with this project and bring it to fruition.

5. Rural Market Town Group (free 6-month trial) — The Clerk was asked to accept the free
6-month trial.

6. Fete on the Green Coates permission request — JM has been approached by a few
organisations already asking to do this to which he has declined them, Clir Mockett
proposed declining this, seconded Clir Davies five in favour, 2 abstentions, 1 against.

F58/2023. To receive Councillor & outside body reports.

Full Council 20 April 2023 Outside Bodies report - Cambridgeshire Climate Leaders Group
Eamonn Dorling — representing Whittlesey Town Council on environmental issues.

4t April 2023 via Zoom 20:00

We discussed actions by members and dedicated groups across the County and beyond.
Initiatives include the provision of an e-bike for residents, tree planting, recycling, and repair
workshops.

Fenland District Council have requested help putting together an event that focuses on Fenland
issues. The coordinator of Natural Cambridgeshire asked if | would contribute to the event week
commencing 22" May 2023. | indicated that | would.

F59/2023. To receive the minutes from the Finance & Policy Meeting on Monday 13t March
2023.

Ratified: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

F60/2023 To report the financial documents.

- To report the bank reconciliation to 31st March 2023 — Clir Miscandion thanked the Clerk
for her the work on all the finances.

- To report the list of payments & uncashed payments. - vouchers 312 to 347 to the value
of £12,933.51, proposed by Clir Miscandlon, seconded.

- To report the year-to-date figures (315t March 2023) — Members received the figures.

- The Clerk advised the AGAR has been prepared and the internal Auditor booked.

F61/2023. To receive the minutes from the Planning meeting on Wednesday 5t April 2023

Ratified: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

F62/2023. To receive the minutes from the Community Projects meeting on Wednesday 5t
April 2023

Ratified: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.
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F63/2023. Consultations

There were no consultations.

F64/2023 Information only.

Middle Level Commissioners letter

New tenant — The Clerk advised the office that was occupied by Young Technicians will be
vacated on 30" April 2023 and a new tenant will be moving in immediately.

Clir Mrs Windle advise that she and Mr Windle will be attending the May meeting to present two
pieces of artwork for the council chamber.

F65/2023 Invitations.

There were no invitations.

F66/2023. Date of next meeting — (Annual Meeting) Thursday 18t May 2023

F67/2023. Exclusion of the Public, including the Press.

F68/2023. To discuss those items previously agreed at agenda item FP52/2023.

ClIr Gerstner advised the clerks’ contract; Job description and spinal review has all been signed off
and is retained within the Town Clerks confidential file.

Clir Dorling advised members that all plagues for WTC trees will have the following wording,
‘Whittlesey Town Council 2022’ , proposed CliIr Dorling, seconded Clir Gerstner.

Clir Mockett thanked all councillors who will be standing down for the service over the last four years.

Meeting Closed: 8:50

Clir Dave Mason
Mayor of Whittlesey
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